Additional Support for Canadian Businesses from the Economic Impact of COVID-19

Income tax filing and payment dates:  

Individuals – Due Dates

Filing date for 2019 tax year – June 1, 2020

Payment date for 2019 tax year – September 1, 2020
· Includes the June 15, 2020 instalment payment for those who have to pay by instalments

Self-employed and their spouse or common law partner – Due Dates

Filing date for 2019 tax year – June 15, 2020 – unchanged

Payment date for 2019 tax year - September 1, 2020
· Includes the June 15, 2020 instalment payment for those who have to pay by instalments

Corporations – Due Dates

Filing date for current tax year – June 1, 2020 
· Applies to corporations that would otherwise have a filing due date after March 18 and before June 1, 2020.

Payment date for current tax year - September 1, 2020
· Applies to balances and instalments under Part I of the Income Tax Act due on or after March 18 and before September 1, 2020.

Trust – Due Dates

Filing date for current tax year (including the associated T3 information return) – May 1, 2020 
· Applies to trusts with a tax year end date of December 31, 2019

Payment date for current tax year - September 1, 2020
· Applies to income tax balances and instalments due on or after March 18 and before September 1, 2020.

Charities – Due Dates

Filing date – December 31, 2020 
· Applies to charities with Form T3010 due between March 18, 2020 and December 31, 2020

Payment date – not applicable



Information returns

Filing date for the 2019 T5013 Partnership Information Return – May 1, 2020

Filing date for the 2019 NR4, Statement of Amounts Paid or Credit to Non-Residents of Canada information return – May 1, 2020

Other information returns – June 1, 2020 
· Applies to other information returns that would otherwise be due after March 18, 2020, and before June 2020.

Deferral of Sales Tax Remittance and Customs Duty Payments
In order to provide support for Canadian businesses during these unprecedented economic times, the Government is deferring Goods and Services Tax/Harmonized Sales Tax (GST/HST) remittances and customs duty payments to June 30, 2020.
GST/HST Remittance Deferral
To support Canadian businesses in the current extraordinary circumstances, the Minister of National Revenue will extend until June 30, 2020 the time that:
· Monthly filers have to remit amounts collected for the February, March and April 2020 reporting periods;
· Quarterly filers have to remit amounts collected for the January 1, 2020 through March 31, 2020 reporting period; and
· Annual filers, whose GST/HST return or instalment are due in March, April or May 2020, have to remit amounts collected and owing for their previous fiscal year and instalments of GST/HST in respect of the filer’s current fiscal year.
Deferral of Customs Duty and Sales Tax for Importers
Imported goods by businesses are generally subject to the GST, at a rate of 5 per cent, as well as applicable customs duties, which vary by product and country of origin. While the vast majority of imports enter Canada duty-free, some tariffs remain, especially on consumer goods.
The Customs Act, for which the Minister of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness is responsible and which is administered by the Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA), governs the levying and payment of customs duties in Canada.
Typically, payments owing for customs duties and the GST on imports are due before the first day of the month following the month in which the Statements of Accounts are issued.
Section 33.7(1) of the Customs Act allows the Minister of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness or an officer designated by the President of the CBSA to extend, in writing, the timeline for accounting or payment of amounts owing.
Under this authority, payment deadlines for statements of accounts for March, April, and May are being deferred to June 30, 2020. Canada Revenue Agency’s Additional Measures for Individuals and Businesses
The Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) understands that individuals and businesses might be dealing with difficulties filing their income and benefit returns, and could experience cash-flow challenges in the coming months. In response, the CRA will be applying these additional measures:
Administrative tax measures
In addition to the income tax filing and payment deadline extensions, unless otherwise noted, administrative income tax actions required of taxpayers by the CRA that are due after March 18, 2020, can be deferred to June 1, 2020. These administrative income tax actions include returns, elections, designations and information requests. Payroll deductions payments and all related activities are excluded.
Trusts, Partnerships and NR4 Information Returns
The deadlines for trusts, partnership and NR4 information returns are all extended to May 1, 2020. This is due to administrative requirements in advance of the June 1, 2020 deadline for filing individual income tax and benefit returns.
Objections
Any objections related to Canadians' entitlement to benefits and credits have been identified as a critical service and will continue to be processed during the COVID-19 crisis. As a result, there should not be any delays associated with the processing of these objections.
With respect to objections related to other tax matters filed by individuals and businesses, the CRA is currently holding these accounts in abeyance. No collection action will be taken with respect to these accounts during this period of time.
Extending the deadline for filing an objection
For any objection request due March 18 or later, the deadline is effectively extended until June 30, 2020.
Canada Pension Plan/Employment Insurance (CPP/EI) appeals to the Minister
In cases where taxpayers wish to file an appeal in relation to CPP/EI rulings decision, they are encouraged to do so through MyAccount to avoid potential delays.
The CPP/EI appeals program is currently only actioning appeals that are related to cases where EI benefits are pending. These cases will be treated on a priority basis. All other appeals will be actioned when normal services resume. 
In addition, the CPP/EI Appeals to the Minister program will exercise discretion on a case by case basis when additional time is required to respond to a request.
Suspending audit activities
CRA will not initiate contact with taxpayers for audits, with certain exceptions. This includes:
· no new audits being launched;
· no requests for information related to existing audits; and
· no audits should be finalized and no reassessments should be issued.
Suspending collections on new debt
Collections activities on new debts will be suspended until further notice, and flexible payment arrangements will be available.
Payment arrangements are also available on a case-by-case basis if you can’t pay your taxes, child and family benefit overpayments, Canada Student Loans, or other government program overpayments in full.
If you have concerns and require contact with a Collections Officer, please contact our toll free number 1-800-675-6184 between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. your local time.
Requirement to pay (RTP)
Banks and employers do not need to comply or remit on existing RTPs during this time.
Taxpayer relief requests
Taxpayers who are unable to file a return or make a payment by the tax-filing and payment deadlines because of COVID-19 can request the cancellation of penalty and interest charged to their account. Penalties and interest will not be charged if the new deadlines that the government has announced to tax-filing and payments are met. For more information about deadlines, see Helping Canadians with the economic impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic.
For more information about taxpayer relief and how to make a request to the CRA to have interest and/or penalties cancelled, please go to Canada.ca/taxpayer-relief.  

